	2009-2010 APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION 


	Welcome to the University of Biblical Martial Arts & Sciences Online Application 
A message from the Vice Chancellor and Provost, Dr. J.R. Russell:
Thank you for your interest in applying to the University of Biblical Martial Arts & Sciences (UBMAS).  Our normal initial response time to applications is about five (5) business days. Please be assured that your application will receive our timely and professional attention. 
UBMAS Application Instructions 
Read through the following application instructions completely before filling out the application form. Click here to download the Application Form.
1. Application Fee


Baccalaureate and Master's-level applicants must submit a $30 nonrefundable application fee.  For your convenience, fees may be paid using a PAYPAL account.  A $75 nonrefundable application fee is also required of all first-time doctoral applicants (DMin or PhD). The master's-level application fee is waived for graduates of Great Plains Baptist Divinity School’s various undergraduate programs and those who have already paid an application fee at the master's level to the Gospel Martial Arts Union or Great Plains Baptist Divinity School (Sioux Falls, South Dakota, or any of the GPBDS extension sites). 
2. Application Deadlines


We use a rolling admissions process for all of our degree seeking applicants. Normally you should apply at least 3 months prior to when you hope to enroll into your first course(s). 

3. Official Transcripts


An official transcript must come from each undergraduate school at which you have taken a minimum of 3 courses for credit and from each seminary or graduate school you have attended, even though the work may appear as transfer credit on another transcript. However, at schools where you have taken prerequisite course work needed for your program, you should have transcripts sent even if you took 3 courses or less. 
NOTE:  Those applying to graduate or postgraduate programs must supply official transcripts from all institutions in which accumulated credit will be counted toward a degree at UBMAS.  To enter a graduate program, a complete official transcript indicating the completion of an undergraduate degree must be submitted.  To enter the postgraduate program, a complete official transcript indicating the completion of an undergraduate degree and graduate degree must be submitted.
In order to be considered official, transcripts must be sent directly to our Admissions Office in sealed envelopes from each school.   Unofficial copies, electronic transcripts, or transcripts originating from anywhere other than the institution that issued the credit are not acceptable.

If you have not completed any undergraduate credit hours, an official high school transcript or G.E.D. (or equiv.) is acceptable.     

4. Recommendation Forms (click to download forms)

All Applicants 
Please complete the top portion of each recommendation form yourself: 

1. Print your name. 

2. Indicate the program to which you are applying. 
3. Sign to confirm your choice regarding your right to examine the form. 

All recommendations should be sent directly to the Admissions Office by the persons who complete them electronically. It is considered courteous to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope along with the recommendation form for the convenience of the recommender. Please do not request recommendations from persons in your immediate family. Your recommenders should be people who know you well enough to provide specific examples to substantiate their recommendation. Application recommendations may also be used when awarding scholarships. 

Recommendations 
Please have recommendations submitted from the following three people and the Letter of Endorsement: 

1. The Pastor of your church.  The lead/senior pastor is preferred; however, associate pastor recommendations are also accepted.

2. A teacher or professor familiar with your recent academic work (undergraduate or graduate) NOTE: If you cannot locate one of your professors to submit a recommendation, please ask a leader in your church to complete one instead. 
3. An employer or professional acquaintance.
NOTE:  Local Church Letter of Endorsement required for ALL applicants:
An ADDITIONAL letter of endorsement on letterhead from the applicant's local church, or church-related ministry which demonstrates the applicant's church-connectedness and affirms: (a) the applicant's interest and giftedness for church-related ministry; (b) the applicant's evident Christian life and character (must include applicant’s personal testimony and salvation experience details – this component should be supplied to the endorsing church by the applicant); and (c) the support and prayers of the ministry organization for the applicant's course of study. As a church-related ministry degree program, this requirement is not optional and cannot be waived. 


Special Instructions for Transfer Students Only:
Students desiring to transfer directly from another GPBDS campus must submit a letter, signed by the Dean of Students (or functional equivalent) of the transferring institution, certifying that the student is currently in good standing. 

5. Standardized Tests


Master's Applicants 
Applicants to our Masters program are required to submit test scores from either the Graduate Record Examination (GRE  www.ets.org/gre  - general test is acceptable) or the Miller Analogies Test (MAT www.milleranalogies.com  ). Students who have already obtained a master's degree from an accredited or recognized institution may request a waiver of this requirement.  Students who graduated with distinction (cum laude, magna cum laude, and summa cum laude) from an accredited or recognized institution may request a waiver of this requirement.  

Additionally, students applying to the Masters degree program whose GPA does not meet UBMAS standards and/or who do not have an accredited bachelor's degree may be required to submit test scores from either the GRE or MAT. We can determine this only after we evaluate the transcripts of all previous post-secondary studies. 

Doctoral Applicants 
The Miller Analogies Test (MAT) may be required. When we receive your official transcripts, we will notify you if you need to take the MAT. Students who have already obtained a master's degree from an accredited or recognized institution may request a waiver of this requirement.

Graduate Test Information 
Test scores must be less than 5 years old and must be submitted directly to our Admissions Office from the testing service. Photocopies from the applicant are not acceptable. 

MAT information:
Harcourt Assessment, Inc.
19500 Bulverde Road
San Antonio TX 78259
800.662.3231
888.211.8276 (Fax)
www.milleranalogies.com 

Graduate Record Examination information:
GRE-ETS
PO Box 6000
Princeton NJ 08541-6000
609.771.7670
609.771.7906 (Fax)
E-mail: gre-info@ets.org Web: www.gre.org 
6. Special Instructions


Students with Disabilities 
We want to be prepared to meet your needs when you participate at UBMAS. After you receive your letter of admission, please send us a statement describing your disability and what special attention or arrangements you may need.


Academic Doctoral Applicants 
You are required to submit a work that shows evidence of your writing and research ability. All PhD applicants must submit an exemplary research paper or thesis. Some applicants may be asked to also submit a recently published paper or article. 
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